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MEETING NOTICE! 
 

EAA Chapter 919 Monthly  
Meeting. 07-14-2006 at 7:00 PM at 

Rushford Airport (55Y) 

Newsletter ideas can be mailed to 1176 West 5th, Winona MN 55987 or emailed to  rmarsole@luminet.net  (507-452-6888) 

* = 2006 Paid  
Membership 

($15.00 annually) 
 
Richard Adank  
Dan Bass 
Allen & Patty Berg *  
Roger & Jean Braatz * 
Russ & Denise Braatz * 
Susan & Robert Briggs * 
Steve & Kathy Buswell 
Jack & Barb Chapman  
Tony Christensen 
Kevin Daniels * 
Rick DeBord  
Mary Dodson  
Bill Draayer 
Donald Dutka *  
Ken & Arlene Erding *  
Merle & Bette Evenson * 
Richard Exe * 
Al Farner * 
William Getschmann 
Fred Gleiter  
Pete & Chris Gruendeman 
Loren & Gayle Hauschildt 
Fransis Husser 
Jim & Wanda Irvine * 
Michael Kearns  
Walt & Jan Kelly * 
Bernard Kriesel * 
David Krotz 
Thomas Lee *  
Russ & Helen Marsolek * 
Dave & Roxie  
McCorquodale * 
Rich & Linda O’Connor  
Rob Ossell * 
Tom & Merilyn Owen *  
Fred & Alisa Petersen 
Carmen Scudiero 
Martin Stickney * 
Kyle & Shirley Stuart 
Max & Carol Tentis * 
Mike & Barb Thern *  
Daryl Thompson * 
Al and Lisa Wiebke * 
Larry Ziemer * 
 

Member’s Aircraft! 
Here are just a few of the aircraft that area pilots and 

members of EAA 919 fly. What a wonderfully  
diverse group of aviators! 



Special forces to use strap-on 'Batwings' 

By MATTHEW HICKLEY, Daily Mail 13:33pm 6th June 2006 

Elite special forces troops 
being dropped behind enemy 
lines on covert missions are to 
ditch their traditional para-
chutes in favour of strap-on 
stealth wings. 

The lightweight carbon fibre 
mono-wings will allow them 
to jump from high altitudes 
and then glide 120 miles or 
more before landing - making 
them almost impossible to 
spot, as their aircraft can 
avoid flying anywhere near 
the target. 

The technology was demon-
strated in spectacular fashion 
three years ago when Austrian 
daredevil Felix Baumgartner - 
a pioneer of freefall gliding - 
famously 'flew' across the 
English Channel, leaping out 
of an aircraft 30,000ft above 
Dover and landing safely near 
Calais 12 minutes later. 

Wearing an aerodynamic suit, 
and with a 6ft wide wing 
strapped to his back, he 
soared across the sea at 
220mph, moving six feet forward through the air for every one foot he fell vertically - and opened his parachute 
1,000ft above the ground before landing safely. 

'Massive potential' 

Now military scientists have realised the massive potential for secret military missions. 

Currently special forces such as the SAS rely on a variety of parachute techniques to land behind enemy lines - or 
else they must be dropped by helicopter. 

Existing steerable square parachutes can be used - opened at high altitude of 27,000 ft - but jumpers then have to 
struggle to control them for long periods, often in high winds and extreme cold, while breathing from an oxygen 
tank to stay alive. 

Alternatively they can freefall from high altitude, opening their parachutes at the last possible minute, but that lim-
its the distance they can 'glide' forward from the drop point to just a few miles. 

 



Now German company ESG has developed the strap-on rigid wing specifically for special forces use. 

Resembling a 6ft-wide pair of aircraft wings, the devices should allow a parachutist to glide up to 120miles, carry-
ing 200lb of equipment, the manufacturers claim. 

Fitted with oxygen supply, stabilisation and navigation aides, troops wearing the wings will jump from a high-
altitude transport aircraft which can stay far away from enemy territory - or on secret peacetime missions could 
avoid detection or suspicion by staying close to commercial airliner flight paths. 

The manufacturers claim the ESG wing is '100 per cent silent' and 'extremely difficult' to track using radar. 

Once close to their target landing zone, the troops pull their parachute rip cord to open their canopy and then land 
normally. 

Weapons, ammunition, food and water can all be stowed inside the wing, although concealing the 6ft wings after 
landing could prove harder than burying a traditional parachute. 

ESG claims the next stage of development will be fitting 'small turbo-jet drives' to the wings to extend range even 
further. 

According to SAS insiders, very few operational parachute jumps have taken place in recent years, with teams 
tending to rely more on helicopters or other means of transport. 

Supporters of the new mono-wing technology hope it will give a new lease of life to parachute tactics in the special 
forces world. 

The Ministry of Defence would not comment on any equipment used by special forces, but is expected to evaluate 
the new system for use by UK special forces. 

 

JULY EAA 919 CHAPTER MEETING 
JULY 14TH 2006 AT 7:00 PM. 

RUSHFORD AIRPORT (55Y) 
 

The July 14th meeting is VERY IMPORTANT!!! 
Because the very next day is the Rushford Days 
Fly-In so we have lots to get ready for!!!! 
 
So come on down early and help set up the com-
munications tent, the staging area, mowing the 
grass...Bring the camper or motor-home and stay 
overnight. It sounds like a bunch of work, but with 
the past groups that show up; it really is a lot of 
fun. 
 
So come on down Friday night early! 

Cont. from page 3 


